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In a report published in late August, the National Environmental Institute (Instituto Nacional de
Ecologia, INE), reported that industries and motor vehicles in Guadalajara and Monterrey Mexico's
second and third largest cities together released more than 2.34 million metric tons of pollutants into
the air during 1992. According to the INE report entitled "Air Quality in Critical Regions" (Calidad
de Aire en Zonas Criticas) this is the equivalent of 54% of the industrial and vehicle pollution
released in Mexico City last year. INE, a division of the Social Development Secretariat (Secretaria
de Desarrollo Social, SEDESOL), noted that 1.76 million MT of carbon monoxide was released in
the two cities last year. In Monterrey, roughly 50% of the pollution was attributed to automobiles,
30% to industry, and the rest to "natural phenomena." In Guadalajara, automobiles were said to be
responsible for 38% of the air pollution, industry for 40%, and the rest natural causes. According
to INE, the situation is more critical in Monterrey, where weather patterns are less favorable for
dispersion of air pollution than they are in Guadalajara. Roughly 10,000 industrial manufacturing
establishments operate in Monterrey. After carbon monoxide, the second-most prevalent elements
in the air are so-called suspended particles such as dust, ashes, metal particles, cement, and pollen.
Monterrey also has high concentrations of nitrogen oxide, which is not present in any great amounts
in Guadalajara. On a related matter, on Sep. 5 the international environmental group Greenpeace
reported that Mexico remains the most polluted city in the world. The report said nearly 75% of the
12,000 MT of contaminants released into the air in Mexico City daily are emitted by motor vehicles,
and the rest by industry and natural causes. (Sources: La Jornada, 08/27/93; Spanish news service
EFE, 09/05/93)
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